
WELCOME
to the Cornerstone Community

November 26, 2017 • 10:00 am
“You matter to God 

and you matter to us”

PH = The Presbyterian Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)
UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)

TFWS = The Faith We Sing  (black, soft-cover)
Hymns will be projected on-screen for your convenience

Bold print invites congregational response

TO OUR VISITORS: 
We are thankful for the spirit which prompted you to share in worship here today.

Please fill out a visitor card and put it on the Offering Plate.
We invite you to worship with us again.

You will always be welcome at Cornerstone Community.

–Please silence your cell phones as a courtesy to those around you– 

Accompanist: Chris Wagar Pastor: Allen Siebold 
Liturgist: Karl Eden Greeter: 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
After greeting your neighbors, please take a moment to quietly greet God.

PRELUDE

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

f HYMN “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” - vss. 1, 2 UMH 158

f CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively, as indicated)

We come, because we seek our God.
Every morning, every day, every evening, every moment, 

God is with us.

We come, because we hunger for Christ.
Jesus will feed us with hope,

and will replace our emptiness with grace.
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We come, because we thirst for the Spirit.
Who fills our yearning for peace,

and who ends the drought of justice.

f HYMN “Seek Ye First” UMH 405

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
(following Time with Our Children our children and youth

may leave for their Sunday School classes)

PRAYING IN GOD’S SPIRIT

MORNING PRAYER (responsively, as indicated)

We are lost and wonder if anyone cares,
and You come, Master of the Universe, to bring us home to You.

Our thoughts chase themselves around and around our minds,
and You weave them together into words of hope for the lonely.

Too often, we find ourselves parched in the deserts of temptation,
feasting on those scraps found on worry's table,

and wonder why we still hunger and thirst.
So You come to find us, Hope's Word-carrier,

so we might be filled with grace and life.

You take our brokenness, Spirit of our Hearts, and make us whole.
You scatter our anger and fears,

so we might be gathered into communities of love.

You set our feet back on those paths of grace
which will lead us back to You.

God in Community, Holy in One,
we pray in the name of Jesus for our neighbors...
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INTERCESSORY PRAYERS (responsively, as directed)
What concerns, joys or needs would we share as a community...?

Let us pray as a community .... God, hear our prayers

We continue our prayers with personal reflection and prayer

Into Your hands, O God of grace and compassion,
we offer up the people and needs 

we bring before You today in prayer, 
trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus the Christ. Amen.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

SHARING OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS (worship leader)
We offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

Our envelope and plate offering is in support
of the ministry & mission of our local congregation.

f HYMN OF THANKSGIVING        “Bless Thou the Gifts” UMH 587

f PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (together, in unison)

May our gifts quench the thirst of those who desire hope;
may our lives be spent in feeding those

whose hunger is all too real; 
may we always give away the blessings You have given to us,

God of The Compassionate Heart.  Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (responsively, as indicated)

The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you . . . And also with you
f Please share the Peace of Christ with your neighbors...
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ANTHEM “My Eyes Have Seen the Glory”
Words and Music by Pepper Choplin

The Congregation is invited to join as directed (on screen)

Purchased in memory of Beatrice E. Greene

GOD’S WORD FOR US
Isaiah 55:1-9
1 "All you who are thirsty, come to the water! 

You who have no money, come, buy food and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk, without money, without price! 

2 Why spend your money for what is not bread, 

your wages for what fails to satisfy? 

Heed me, and you will eat well, you will delight in rich fare; 

3 bend your ear and come to me, listen, that you may have life: 

I will make an everlasting Covenant with you— in fulfillment of the

blessings promised to David. 

4 See, I have made of you to be a witness to the peoples, a leader and

commander of the nations. 

5 See, you will summon nations you never knew, and nations that never

knew you will come hurrying to you— for the sake of YHWH, the Holy

One of Israel, who will glorify you. 

6 Seek me, YHWH, while I may still be found, call upon me while I am

near! 

7 Let the corrupt abandon their ways, the evil their thoughts. 

Let them return to YHWH, and I will have mercy on them; 

return to God, for I will freely pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways, my ways,"

says YHWH. 

9 "As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways

above your ways and my thoughts above your thoughts. 
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Matthew 25:31-46
31 At the appointed time the Promised One will come in glory, escorted

by all the angels of heaven, and will sit upon the royal throne, 32 with

all the nations assembled below. Then the Promised One will

separate them from one another, as a shepherd divides the sheep

from the goats. 33 The sheep will be placed on the right hand, the

goats on the left. 

34 The ruler will say to those on the right, “Come, you blessed of my

Abba God! Inherit the kindom prepared for you from the creation of

the world! 35 For I was hungry and you fed me; I was thirsty and you

gave me drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me; 36 naked and

you clothed me. I was ill and you comforted me; in prison and you

came to visit me.” 37 Then these just will ask, “When did we see you

hungry and feed you, or see you thirsty and give you drink? 38 When

did we see you as a stranger and invite you in, or clothe you in your

nakedness? 39 When did we see you ill or in prison and come to visit

you?” 40 The ruler will answer them, “The truth is, every time you did

this for the least of my sisters or brothers, you did it for me.”

41 “Then the ruler will say to those on the left, ‘Out of my sight, you

accursed ones! Into that everlasting fire prepared for the Devil and

the fallen angels! 42 I was hungry and you gave me no food; I was

thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink. 43 I was a stranger and you

gave me no welcome; naked and you gave me no clothing. I was ill

and in prison and you did not come to visit me.’ 44 Then they in turn

will ask, ‘When did we see you hungry or thirsty, or homeless or

naked, or ill or in prison, and not take care of you?’ 45 The answer

will come, ‘The truth is, as often as you neglected to do this to one of

the least of these, you neglected to do it to me.’ 46 They will go off to

eternal punishment, and the just will go off to eternal life.”
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SERMON Pastor Allen

LEAVING TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME

f HYMN “You Are the Seed” UMH 583

f WORDS OF BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Go now, to find the thirsty.
We will show them where the living water flows.

Go now, to find the hungry.
We will share from our abundance to feed them.

Go now, to find the stranger.
We will embrace them as sister and brother.

f POSTLUDE
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CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Today 11/26 Special Offering: Joseph’s House Winter Walk

12:30pm Prelude Rehearsal - Fellowship Hall
Monday 11/27   7:00pm Boy Scout Troop #611 - Basement
Tuesday  11/28   9:00am The Church Office and Food Pantry will be open

12:00pm Lansingburgh Seniors Card Party
  6:30pm Trustees Ministry Team meeting - Lounge

Wednesday 11/29   6:30pm Cub Pack #5 - Basement
Thursday 11/30   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open

  6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
Friday 12/01   9:00am The Church Office will be open

  6:30pm Narcotics Anonymous - Fellowship Hall
Saturday 12/02   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open

  9:00am Piece & Patch quilters - 2nd Floor
  2:00pm - 4:00pm Joseph’s House Winter Walk
  7:00pm Prelude to Christmas Concert

Looking Ahead:
Sunday 12/03 10:00am Worship & Sunday School

Holy Communion served at the Table
11:00am Sunday School Holiday Bake Sale

Monday 12/04 12:00pm Cornerstone United Women meeting
Smith's Restaurant, Remsen St., Cohoes 
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Many, many thanks for all the cards, prayers, visits, food and good wishes, etc.
throughout my illness. 

Your overwhelming support during this period helped to make my recovery speedy and
much less painful.

Thank you!  Mary Ann Whelden

The Corner Shoppe is have random Christmas sales through Dec 23rd.
Come and visit our many items on display.  You won't believe the bargains available!
We have many new clothing items for the entire family- especially the little ones.
Shop  any Thursday or Saturday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm.

Cornerstone United Women will meet at Smith's Restaurant, Remsen St., Cohoes on
Mon., Dec 4th at 12:00 noon for our annual Christmas meeting.

We will be writing Christmas cards to Cornerstone's shut-ins- our annual tradition.  
Please bring a $5 grab bag. All women are invited. Please RSVP to Laurel Sheehy by

11/27.

Cornerstone Community Church is again sponsoring a family for
Christmas through Rensselaer County Social Services.  

This year we are sponsoring three children a 6 year old girl, a 5 year old boy and
a 3 year old boy.  If you would like to help, please look at the bulletin board
which has been nicely decorated by our Sunday School.  You will find tags that
include items that the children have requested.  If you take a tag, please write
your name next to the appropriate number on the list next to the bulletin board. 
All items must be new and should be returned with the tag by December 10.  We
will also be sponsoring two senior citizens in need but do not have that
information as yet.  When we do, tags will be placed on the bulletin board for
them as well.

If you have questions about the project, please contact Carol Shef fer at (518)
233-1740 or csheffer@live.com.  Thank you for helping!!

Order Forms for the Christmas 2017 Poinsettia Plants are now available!
The cost of each plant will remain at $10.00 once again.
Please use the enclosed Order Form and place it in the Offering Plate.
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OUR PRAYER LIST:

Denominational leadership: 
Upper New York UM Resident Bishop, Rev. Mark Webb
UM Albany District Superintendent, Rev. Richard Weihing
Albany Presbytery Stated Clerk, Elder Daniel Rogers

General Prayer Concerns:
Jill Walsh
Carmen Casolo
Catherine Spann
Georgeen Peebles

Jonathan Thorne
Janet Broderick
Margaret Bouleris
Bob Pierpont
Linda Casolo

Millie Follett
Theresa Henning
John Traver
The Rev. Jennifer

Wegter-McNelly

Nursing Homes & Care Facilities (They’d love a card or two!!)
Diamond Hill Nursing & Rehabilitation, 100 New Turnpike Rd, Troy 12182

– Linda Casolo – Robert Purcell

Diamond Ridge Retirement Community, 59 Harris Rd, 12182

– Muriel Fake

Diamond Rock Terrace, 11 Gurley Ave, 12182

– Leila Crier

The Terrace at Eddy Memorial, 2256 Burdett Ave, Troy NY 12180

– Catherine Rinn

Van Rensselaer Manor, 85 Bloomingrove Dr., Troy 12180

– Virginia Finkle – Elaine Kostenblatt – Robert Rokjer

– Mildred Follett

Acknowledgments: Cover image © Allen Siebold; Scripture readings are taken from The
Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation © 2007 by Priests for Equality; Call to
Worship, Morning Prayer, Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Blessing © Thom
Shuman. All materials are used with permission and may have been adapted or edited
as necessary.
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CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF LANSINGBURGH

570 3rd Ave., Troy, NY 12182 • Ph 518-235-3851
The Rev. E. Allen Siebold, Pastor • Cell Phone: 518-429-7073

Nancy Butler, Church Secretary • Cindy Ciabotte, Music Director
Bruce Eaton, Council Chairperson • Bruce Eaton, Trustee Chairperson

Jan Eden, Treasurer • Mary Friedel, Financial Secretary
Gary Miller, Custodian

  
Visit us at www.cornerstoneccl.org 

or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CornerstoneChurchintheBurgh
Email us at office@cornerstoneccl.org or pastor@cornerstoneccl.org

  
Church Office Hours

Tuesday and Friday - 9:00am-12:00noon
 

Food Pantry Hours
Tuesday - 9:00am-12:00noon

  
The Corner Shoppe Hours

Thursday & Saturday – 9:00am - 1:00pm
www.facebook.com/TheCornerShoppeintheBurgh

Our vision is. . .

. . . to experience the good news of God's love in Jesus Christ

through worship and Christian education for all ages;

  
. . . to offer true spiritual sanctuary wherein all people can find forgiveness,

grace, faith, and renewal in Christ;

  
. . . to use these gifts to strengthen our mission presence

in the worldwide community.

We warmly welcome all people of every age, race, 
ethnic or religious background, gender, sexual orientation, 

mental or physical ability, economic or family status. 

On First Sundays we share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
We observe an Open Table at which any person
who seeks God’s grace and blessing is welcome.


