
WELCOME
to the Cornerstone Community

December 3, 2017 • 10:00 am
“You matter to God  and you matter to us”

PH = The Presbyterian Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)
UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)

TFWS = The Faith We Sing  (black, soft-cover)
Hymns will be projected on-screen for your convenience

Bold print invites congregational response

TO OUR VISITORS: 
We are thankful for the spirit which prompted you to share in worship here today.

Please fill out a visitor card and put it on the Offering Plate.
We invite you to worship with us again.

You will always be welcome at Cornerstone Community.

–Please silence your cell phones as a courtesy to those around you– 

Accompanist: Digital Pastor: Allen Siebold 
Liturgist: Larry Moss Greeter: Mary Friedel 

Communion Stewards: Libby Campbell, Bruce Eaton, Karl Eden, Mary Finch

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
After greeting your neighbors, please take a moment to quietly greet God.

PRELUDE

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GOD’S WORD FOR US - Luke 1:26-38 - The Birth of Jesus is Foretold
26 ... the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town in Galilee called

Nazareth, 27 to a young woman named Mary; she was engaged to a
man named Joseph, of the house of David. 28 Upon arriving, the
angel said to Mary, “Rejoice, highly favored one! God is with you!
Blessed are you among women!” 

29 Mary was deeply troubled by these words and wondered what the
angel’s greeting meant. 30 The angel went on to say to her, “Don’t be
afraid, Mary. You have found favor with God. 31 You’ll conceive and
bear a son, and give him the name Jesus—’Deliverance.’ 
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32 His dignity will be great, and he will be called the Only Begotten of
God. God will give Jesus the judgment seat of David, his ancestor, 33
to rule over the house of Jacob forever, and his reign will never end.” 

34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have never been
with a man?” 

35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you—hence the offspring
to be born will be called the Holy One of God. 36 Know too that
Elizabeth, your kinswoman, has conceived a child in her old age; she
who was thought to be infertile is now in her sixth month. 37 Nothing
is impossible with God.” 

VIDEO - “Mary, Did You Know?” Pentatonix

38 Mary said, “I am the servant of God. Let it be done to me as you
say.” With that, the angel left her.

f HYMN “Open Our Eyes” TFWS 2086

f CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively, as indicated)

In this holy season of Advent, we wait in hope.
For the faithful God is coming to us.

In this season of waiting, we listen for words of promise.
For the faithful Word speaks of Good News to us.

In the waiting and listening, we watch with wonder.
For the faithful Spirit is moving among us.

f HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” UMH 196
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TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
(following Time with Our Children our children and youth

may leave for their Sunday School classes)

THE ADVENT CANDLES (responsively, as directed)

The four candles of Advent are Hope, Joy, Peace and Love. 
Hope comes first because without hope there would be no Joy,

Peace or Love. Hope is the expectation that things will get
better.

Mary was deeply troubled when she heard the words of the angel.
She didn’t understand how everything the angel told her could
possible come true through her.

But she listened to the words of the angel, and allowed herself
to hope that it was all true.

It all begins with hope ... a longing that it all is true.
It is out of that hope that Joy, Peace and Love are possible.

The first candle is lit. 

A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright;
A candle of Hope in December's dark night.

While angels sing blessings from heav'n's starry sky
Our hearts we prepare now, for Jesus is nigh.

Tune: Away in A Manger (UMH 217)

Loving God, as we enter this Advent season, 
help us to open all the dark places 

in our lives and in our memories 
to the healing light of the Christ.

Show us the creative power of hope.
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by You, 

that we may walk in the light of the Christ. Amen.
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PRAYING IN GOD’S SPIRIT

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS (responsively, as directed)
What concerns, joys or needs would we share as a community...?

Let us pray as a community .... God, hear our prayers

We continue our prayers with personal reflection and prayer

Into Your hands, O God of grace and compassion,
we offer up the people and needs 

we bring before You today in prayer, 
trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus the Christ. Amen.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

SHARING OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS (worship leader)
We offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

Our envelope and plate offering is in support
of the ministry & mission of our local congregation.

f HYMN OF THANKSGIVING PH 591
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

f PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (together, in unison)

Now to You, Gracious God, we offer our gifts 
that the hungry might be fed, 
the weak might be strengthened, 
the lost might find a home, 
the voiceless might find an advocate, 
and we might all celebrate the Good News

which has come to us in the birth of Jesus.  Amen.
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HEARING GOD’S WORD

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (responsively, as indicated)

The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you . . . And also with you

f Please share the Peace of Christ with your neighbors...

ANTHEM “Seekers of Light”
Words and Music by Joseph M. Martin and David Angerman

The congregation may join in singing (as directed):
Drawn by the Flame, led by a star,

You are our Lamp in the night.
Eyes full of hope, warmed by a Promise,

we are the seekers of Light.

GOD’S WORD FOR US - Luke 1:26-38 - The Birth of Jesus is Foretold

SERMON Pastor Allen

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

May the God who can strengthen us be with you.
And also with you.
Lift your hearts to the God who has come to us.
We will offer them, saying, “Here we are, your servants.”
Sing glad songs to the Most High.
We will magnify God with our hearts and voices.

You alone are holy, God of Advent,
and through Jesus the Christ, Your Child, 

all glory is Yours forever and ever.
He came to scatter the proud,

so the humble might be gathered as Your people.
He came to topple the powerful,

so the weakest might become our mentors.



He was sent by You to do great things for us
by dying as a criminal, buried in a borrowed grave,
being raised to new life so we might rejoice in You.

As we celebrate that mercy given from generation to generation,
we rejoice in that mystery called faith:

Christ was born, as the angels sang of Your hope;
Christ died, as the angels wiped Your tears;
Christ was raised, as the angels danced with joy;
Christ is in our midst, calling us to lives of humility and service.

You pour out Your Spirit
upon these simple gifts of bread and cup 

and on Your people gathered here,
that we might be strengthened

to fill the hungry from our overstocked pantries;
to empty our pockets of our accumulated blessings;
to look at the most vulnerable in our society

and see those named as Your most favored;
to face oppression and injustice and not be afraid.

When all Your promises are kept,
and we are gathered with our sisters and brothers

from every time and from every place, 
You will fill us with the good things of Your heart, 

as we sing of Your glory forever and ever, 
God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
We celebrate an Open Table at which all are invited and welcomed. 

This morning we will receive the elements 
of the bread and cup in the pews. 
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THE POURING AND BREAKING AND SERVING
The Bread we break is the Bread of Life
The Cup we share is the Cup of Promise

These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

When the plate of bread is passed to you,

take the bread and hold it as you pass the plate to your neighbor..

When all have been served, we will eat together as directed.

When the tray of cups is passed, take a cup and hold it as you pass the
tray to your neighbor (or place the cup in the pew cup holder)

until all are served and we will drink together

(when you have finished the cup, 

please place it in the pew cup holder)

LEAVING TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME

f HYMN “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” – vss. 1, 5 UMH 198

f WORDS OF BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Do not be afraid!  God is with you.
We will go out

to fill those who hunger for food as well as for hope.

Do not be afraid! Jesus is with you.
We will go out to lift up the most vulnerable around us.

Do not be afraid! The Spirit is with you.
We will go out to do great things for those who have so little.

f POSTLUDE

‘f’ you are invited to rise in body or spirit” Page -8-



CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Today 12/03 10:00am Worship & Sunday School

Holy Communion served at the Table
11:00am Sunday School Holiday Bake Sale

Monday 12/04 12:00pm Cornerstone United Women meeting
Smith's Restaurant, Remsen St., Cohoes 

  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop #611 - Basement

Tuesday  12/05   9:00am The Church Office and Food Pantry will be open
12:00pm Lansingburgh Seniors 

Wednesday 12/06   6:30pm Cub Pack #5 - Basement

Thursday 12/07   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open
  6:30pm Choir Rehearsal

Friday 12/08   9:00am The Church Office will be open
  6:30pm Narcotics Anonymous - Fellowship Hall

Saturday 12/09   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open
  9:00am Piece & Patch quilters - 2nd Floor

Looking Ahead:
Sunday 12/10 10:00am Worship & Sunday School

Tuesday 12/12   6:30pm Church Council
Friday 12/15 Sunday School Trim-a-Tree & Rehearsal Overnight
Sunday 12/17 Sunday School Christmas Program & Holiday Brunch
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The Corner Shoppe is have random Christmas sales through Dec 23rd.
Come and visit our many items on display.  You won't believe the bargains available!
We have many new clothing items for the entire family- especially the little ones.
Shop  any Thursday or Saturday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm.

Cornerstone United Women will meet at Smith's Restaurant, Remsen St., Cohoes on
Mon., Dec 4th at 12:00 noon for our annual Christmas meeting.

We will be writing Christmas cards to Cornerstone's shut-ins- our annual tradition.  
Please bring a $5 grab bag. All women are invited. Please RSVP to Laurel Sheehy by

11/27.

Cornerstone Community Church is again sponsoring a family for
Christmas through Rensselaer County Social Services.  

This year we are sponsoring three children a 6 year old girl, a 5 year old boy and
a 3 year old boy.  If you would like to help, please look at the bulletin board
which has been nicely decorated by our Sunday School.  You will find tags that
include items that the children have requested.  If you take a tag, please write
your name next to the appropriate number on the list next to the bulletin board. 
All items must be new and should be returned with the tag by December 10.  We
will also be sponsoring two senior citizens in need but do not have that
information as yet.  When we do, tags will be placed on the bulletin board for
them as well.

If you have questions about the project, please contact Carol Shef fer at (518)
233-1740 or csheffer@live.com.  Thank you for helping!!

Order Forms for the Christmas 2017 Poinsettia Plants are now available!
The cost of each plant will remain at $10.00 once again.
Please use the enclosed Order Form and place it in the Offering Plate.
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OUR PRAYER LIST:

Denominational leadership: 
Upper New York UM Resident Bishop, Rev. Mark Webb
UM Albany District Superintendent, Rev. Richard Weihing
Albany Presbytery Stated Clerk, Elder Daniel Rogers

General Prayer Concerns:
Jill Walsh
Carmen Casolo
Catherine Spann
Georgeen Peebles

Jonathan Thorne
Janet Broderick
Margaret Bouleris
Bob Pierpont

A1Millie Follett
Theresa Henning
John Traver
The Rev. Jennifer

Wegter-McNelly

Nursing Homes & Care Facilities (They’d love a card or two!!)
Diamond Hill Nursing & Rehabilitation, 100 New Turnpike Rd, Troy 12182

– Robert Purcell

Diamond Ridge Retirement Community, 59 Harris Rd, 12182

– Muriel Fake

Diamond Rock Terrace, 11 Gurley Ave, 12182

– Leila Crier

The Terrace at Eddy Memorial, 2256 Burdett Ave, Troy NY 12180

– Catherine Rinn

Van Rensselaer Manor, 85 Bloomingrove Dr., Troy 12180

– Virginia Finkle – Elaine Kostenblatt – Robert Rokjer

– Mildred Follett

Acknowledgments: Cover image © Allen Siebold; Scripture readings are taken from The
Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation © 2007 by Priests for Equality; Call to
Worship, Morning Prayer, Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Blessing © Thom
Shuman. All materials are used with permission and may have been adapted or edited
as necessary.
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CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF LANSINGBURGH

570 3rd Ave., Troy, NY 12182 • Ph 518-235-3851
The Rev. E. Allen Siebold, Pastor • Cell Phone: 518-429-7073

Nancy Butler, Church Secretary • Cindy Ciabotte, Music Director
Bruce Eaton, Council Chairperson • Bruce Eaton, Trustee Chairperson

Jan Eden, Treasurer • Mary Friedel, Financial Secretary
Gary Miller, Custodian

  
Visit us at www.cornerstoneccl.org 

or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CornerstoneChurchintheBurgh
Email us at office@cornerstoneccl.org or pastor@cornerstoneccl.org

  
Church Office Hours

Tuesday and Friday - 9:00am-12:00noon
 

Food Pantry Hours
Tuesday - 9:00am-12:00noon

  
The Corner Shoppe Hours

Thursday & Saturday – 9:00am - 1:00pm
www.facebook.com/TheCornerShoppeintheBurgh

Our vision is. . .

. . . to experience the good news of God's love in Jesus Christ

through worship and Christian education for all ages;

  
. . . to offer true spiritual sanctuary wherein all people can find forgiveness,

grace, faith, and renewal in Christ;

  
. . . to use these gifts to strengthen our mission presence

in the worldwide community.

We warmly welcome all people of every age, race, 
ethnic or religious background, gender, sexual orientation, 

mental or physical ability, economic or family status. 

On First Sundays we share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
We observe an Open Table at which any person
who seeks God’s grace and blessing is welcome.


