
WELCOME
to the Cornerstone Community

January 7, 2018 • 10:00 am
“You matter to God  and you matter to us”

PH = The Presbyterian Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)
UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)

TFWS = The Faith We Sing  (black, soft-cover)
Hymns will be projected on-screen for your convenience

Bold print invites congregational response

TO OUR VISITORS: 
We are thankful for the spirit which prompted you to share in worship here today.

Please fill out a visitor card and put it on the Offering Plate.
We invite you to worship with us again.

You will always be welcome at Cornerstone Community.

–Please silence your cell phones as a courtesy to those around you– 

Accompanist: Tony Opalka Pastor: Allen Siebold
Liturgist: Gary Miller Greeter: Laurel Sheehy

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
After greeting your neighbors, please take a moment to quietly greet God.

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER OF INVOCATION  (together, in unison)

O God, You made of one blood all nations,
and, by a star in the East,
revealed to all peoples Him whose name is Emmanuel.

Enable us who know Your presence with us
so to proclaim the depths of His abundant love

that all may come to His Light.
Amen.
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f HYMN “Angels from the Realms of Glory” – vss. 1, 2, 3 UMH 220

A READING FROM T. S. ELIOT – “Journey of the Magi”

f HYMN “As With Gladness Men of Old” – vss. 1, 3 PH 63

f CALL TO WORSHIP  (responsively, as indicated)

The magi came from many places, following a star.
We come to worship, and the star sheds light on our lives.

The magi brought gifts to offer the Child.
We too bring gifts – ourselves, our hopes, our dreams.

Shepherds and magi – the meek and the mighty – 
all were welcome in Bethlehem.

We too come to Bethlehem 
and then return to our homes rejoicing.

f HYMN “We Three Kings” – vss. 1, 5 UMH 254

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN

PRAYING IN GOD’S SPIRIT

A MORNING PRAYER  (responsively, as indicated)

In truth, God of Epiphany, we come to worship You,
but our motives are not always pure.

We want You to reward us because we are here this morning;
We want You to gift us with health or with wealth,

or with simple answers to all our questions.
We want You to overlook our unfaithfulness 

and our lack of sincerity when we claim to follow You to the end.
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Forgive us, Star Shaper, that we are not more like those wise ones of
long ago.

In following a star, they found hope; in gifting a child, they
received grace; in seeking Your signs, they discovered life.

Be with us, in mercy and joy, as we journey through this season
of light.

God in Community, Holy in One:
You have blessed creation with a great variety of gifts

and gathered all people into one family,
so that in sharing, we might strengthen
and be strengthened by one another.

We gather into our hearts and minds
the universe entrusted to us,
while remembering our neighbors, our sisters and brothers...

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS (responsively, as indicated)

What concerns, joys or needs would we share as a community...?
Let us pray as a community .... God, hear our prayers

We continue our prayers with personal reflection and prayer

Into Your hands, O God of grace and compassion,
we offer up the people and needs 

we bring before You today in prayer, 
trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus the Christ. Amen.
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

SHARING OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
We offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

Our envelope and plate offering is in support
of the ministry & mission of our local congregation.

f HYMN OF THANKSGIVING PH 591
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

f PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (together, in unison)

May the gifts we offer bring food to the hungry, healing to the
broken, community to the lonely, and hope to those who live in
the shadows of our time.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (responsively, as indicated)

The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you . . . And also with you

f Please share the Peace of Christ with your neighbors...

HEARING GOD’S WORD

ANTHEM “Star Eternal”
Words and Music by Pepper Choplin

GOD’S WORD FOR US - Matthew 2:1-12
After Jesus’ birth—which happened in Bethlehem of Judea, during the

reign of Herod—astrologers from the East arrived in Jerusalem and
asked, “Where is the newborn ruler of the Jews? We observed his
star at its rising and have come to pay homage.” At this news Herod
became greatly disturbed, as did all of Jerusalem. Summoning all the
chief priests and religious scholars of the people, he asked them
where the Messiah was to be born. 
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“In Bethlehem of Judea,” they informed him. “Here is what the prophet
has written: ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means
least among the leaders of Judah, since from you will come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Herod called the astrologers aside and found out from them the exact
time of the star’s appearance. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, after
having instructed them, “Go and get detailed information about the
child. When you have found him, report back to me—so that I may go
and offer homage, too.” 

After their audience with the ruler, they set out. The star which they had
observed at its rising went ahead of them until it came to a standstill
over the place where the child lay. They were overjoyed at seeing the
star and, upon entering the house, found the child with Mary, his
mother. They prostrated themselves and paid homage. Then they
opened their coffers and presented the child with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. 

They were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, so they went back
to their own country by another route.

SERMON Pastor Allen

f PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING (responsively, as indicated)

May the God of Christmas Joy be with you.
And also with you.

People of God, lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the One who came to us in Bethlehem.
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People of Hope, give thanks to God.
We sing our songs of joy to the One who became one of us.

How can we keep from praising You, Creator of all life?
You spoke, and stars danced in the sky;

You whispered, and snow fell gently in the night;
You sang, and the Spirit breathed life into us.

Yet, we allowed ourselves to be guided by the Evil One,
being led into the wilderness of sin.

But You could not sleep, tossing and turning in grief.
You sent the prophets to adorn us with Your grace,

but we ignored them.
Finally, when time was quickly passing us by, 

You sent Your most precious One,
Jesus the Christ, Star Child, earth Child.

f HYMN “Star Child” – vs. 1 TFWS 2095

Holy are You, Mighty God,
and blessed is Your Son, Jesus the Christ.

When we thought we could do no wrong, He came to make us right;
when the world had forgotten us, He called us by a new name;
when the time came, He went to the cross,

that sin's slaves might be set free and become Your children.

HYMN (seated) “Star Child” – vss. 2, 3, 4 TFWS 2095

by Christ, we are redeemed from sin;
by Christ, we are delivered from death;
by Christ, we are adopted as God's children.
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Guiding Spirit,
come bless this bread and this cup;

come bless Your children gathered around this Table.
As we eat of the Bread of mercy, 

may we be nourished by Your justice,
to bring hope to all people.

As we are filled with the Cup of grace,
may the seeds of righteousness planted deep within us

bloom that all creation can be made whole.
Then send us forth not as slaves to sin,

but as servants of salvation to those longing for new life.

And when the time comes, and we are all gathered in heaven,
we will join hands and dance around your Table,
singing our praises to the Creator, Redeemer & Sustainer of all Life,
one God forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN (seated) “Star Child” – vs. 5 TFWS 2095

THE BREAD IS BROKEN
THE CUP IS POURED OUT

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS
This morning we will receive 

the elements of the bread and cup at the Table.
When directed, please come forward using the center aisle.

When the plate of bread is passed to you,
take and consume the bread.

When the tray of cups is passed, 
take and consume the cup

When dismissed, please return to your seats using a side aisle.
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PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING (responsively, as indicated)

God grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change; 
courage to change the things I can;

and wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time; 
Enjoying one moment at a time; 
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace; 
Taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; 
Trusting that He will one day make all things right

if I follow the example and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth;
That I may be reasonably happy in this life 

and supremely happy with Him forever in the next.
Amen.

LEAVING TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME

f WORDS OF BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  (responsively, as indicated)

Come, stand up, on your feet!
God’s grace has dawned in our hearts,

eternity’s Light shines in our souls.
The Light of the world shines in our lives,

delivering us from evil,
and gracing us with hope and joy.

Thanks be to God!

f HYMN “Joy to the World” – vss. 1, 4 UMH 246

f POSTLUDE
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CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Sunday   1/07 10:00am Sunday of the Epiphany
Monday   1/08   7:00pm Boy Scout Troop #611 meets - Basement
Tuesday    1/09   9:00am The Church Office and Food Pantry will be open

  6:30pm Church Council meets - Fellowship Hall
Wednesday   1/10   6:30pm Cub Scout Pack #5 meets - Basement
Thursday   1/11   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open

  6:30pm Choir Rehearsal - Fellowship Hall
Friday   1/12   9:00am The Church Office will be open

  6:30pm Narcotics Anonymous - Fellowship Hall

Saturday   1/13   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open
  9:00am Piece & Patch quilters - 2nd Floor

Sunday   1/14 11:00am Church Life Ministry Team meeting - Lounge
  2:00-4:00pm  Open House at the Pastor’s Residence

824 6th Ave (cnr 123rd & 6th)

Sunday   1/28
The Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Congregation of the Cornerstone

Community Church of Lansingburgh will be held Sunday, January 28,
2018 following morning worship.

Reports from all Ministry Teams and other Church Groups are due in the
Church Office by January 15.

Acknowledgments: Cover image © Midnight Oil Productions; Scripture readings are taken from
The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation © 2007 by Priests for Equality; Prayer of
Invocation by Laurence Hull Stookey, © The United Methodist Publishing House; Call to Worship
from Touch Holiness edited by Ruth C. Duck and Marien C. Tirabassi © The Pilgrim Press; A
Morning Prayer, Prayer of Thanksgiving, Prayer of Great Thanksgiving, and the Dismissal ©
Thom Shuman. All materials are used with permission and may have been adapted or edited as
necessary.
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OUR PRAYER LIST:

Denominational leadership: 
Upper New York UM Resident Bishop, Rev. Mark Webb
UM Albany District Superintendent, Rev. Richard Weihing
Albany Presbytery Stated Clerk, Elder Daniel Rogers

General Prayer Concerns:
Jill Walsh
Carmen Casolo
Catherine Spann
Georgeen Peebles

Jonathan Thorne
Janet Broderick
Margaret Bouleris
Bob Pierpont

Millie Follett
Theresa Henning
John Traver
The Rev. Jennifer

Wegter-McNelly

Nursing Homes & Care Facilities (They’d love a card or two!!)
Diamond Hill Nursing & Rehabilitation, 100 New Turnpike Rd, Troy 12182

– Robert Purcell
Diamond Ridge Retirement Community, 59 Harris Rd, 12182

– Muriel Fake
Diamond Rock Terrace, 11 Gurley Ave, 12182

– Leila Crier
The Terrace at Eddy Memorial, 2256 Burdett Ave, Troy NY 12180

– Catherine Rinn
Van Rensselaer Manor, 85 Bloomingrove Dr., Troy 12180

– Virginia Finkle – Robert Rokjer – Mildred Follett
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CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF LANSINGBURGH

570 3rd Ave., Troy, NY 12182 • Ph 518-235-3851
The Rev. E. Allen Siebold, Pastor • Cell Phone: 518-429-7073

Nancy Butler, Church Secretary • Cindy Ciabotte, Music Director
Bruce Eaton, Council Chairperson • Bruce Eaton, Trustee Chairperson

Jan Eden, Treasurer • Mary Friedel, Financial Secretary
Gary Miller, Custodian

  
Visit us at www.cornerstoneccl.org 

or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CornerstoneChurchintheBurgh
Email us at office@cornerstoneccl.org or pastor@cornerstoneccl.org

  
Church Office Hours

Tuesday and Friday - 9:00am-12:00noon
 

Food Pantry Hours
Tuesday - 9:00am-12:00noon

  
The Corner Shoppe Hours

Thursday & Saturday – 9:00am - 1:00pm
www.facebook.com/TheCornerShoppeintheBurgh

Our vision is. . .

. . . to experience the good news of God's love in Jesus Christ

through worship and Christian education for all ages;

  
. . . to offer true spiritual sanctuary wherein all people can find forgiveness,

grace, faith, and renewal in Christ;

  
. . . to use these gifts to strengthen our mission presence

in the worldwide community.

We warmly welcome all people of every age, race, 
ethnic or religious background, gender, sexual orientation, 

mental or physical ability, economic or family status. 

On First Sundays we share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
We observe an Open Table at which any person
who seeks God’s grace and blessing is welcome.


