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WELCOME
to the Cornerstone Community

January 28, 2018 • 10:00 am

“You matter to God and you matter to us”

PH = The Presbyterian Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)
UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)

TFWS = The Faith We Sing  (black, soft-cover)
Hymns will be projected on-screen for your convenience

Bold print invites congregational response

TO OUR VISITORS: 
We are thankful for the spirit which prompted you to share in worship here today.

Please fill out a visitor card and put it on the Offering Plate.
We invite you to worship with us again.

You will always be welcome at Cornerstone Community.

–Please silence your cell phones as a courtesy to those around you– 

Accompanist: Chris Wagar Pastor: Allen Siebold
Liturgist: Karl Eden Greeter: Jennifer Smith & Keilaya Sturdivant

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
After greeting your neighbors, please take a moment to quietly greet God.

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER OF INVOCATION  (together, in unison)

O God, as we worship, make Yourself known to us.
If we have doubts, help us not to fear them but, rather,

help us to find Your presence in the midst of our uncertainty.
If we have questions, relieve us of the need

to always find immediate answers.
Help us to understand that in the darkness of things unknown

it is easy to discover a flicker of light.
Each day, open our eyes and ears to Your Word made flesh.
Amen.

f HYMN “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” – vss. 1, 3 UMH 240
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f CALL TO WORSHIP  (responsively, as indicated)

We gather in this sacred space,
to offer our thanks to God with all our hearts.

We gather with this community of faith,
to follow Jesus, who longs to lead us into life.

We gather in these moments,
to learn all we can of grace from the Holy Spirit.

f HYMN “O Church of God, United” – vss. 1, 4 UMH 547

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
(following Time with Our Children our children and youth

may leave for their Sunday School classes)

PRAYING IN GOD’S SPIRIT

A MORNING PRAYER  (responsively, as indicated)

You pull on Your work boots, crafted from love;
You hang justice and peace on Your tool belt;
You take on rebuilding neighborhoods when we would walk away.
What have You to do with us, Holy God?
You model compassion for us.

You take us by the hand to lift us to our feet;
You show us the path which leads to humility;
You leave a trail of grace crumbs so that we might follow.
What have You to do with us, Brother of the poor?
You call us to serve by Your side.
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You plant words of peace deep into our hearts;
You raise up little children to whisper hope to us;
You stand by the side of all who look for life.

What have You to do with us, Spirit of grace?
You teach us how to build up others with love.

What have You to do with us, God in Community, Holy in One?
Everything it turns out, everything.

You have blessed creation with a great variety of gifts
and gathered all people into one family,

so that in sharing, we might strengthen
and be strengthened by one another.

We gather into our hearts and minds
the universe entrusted to us,

while remembering our neighbors, our sisters and brothers...

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS (responsively, as indicated)

What concerns, joys or needs would we share as a community...?
Let us pray as a community .... God, hear our prayers

We continue our prayers with personal reflection and prayer

Into Your hands, O God of grace and compassion,
we offer up the people and needs 

we bring before You today in prayer, 
trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus the Christ. Amen.
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

SHARING OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
We offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

Our envelope and plate offering is in support
of the ministry & mission of our local congregation.

f A HYMN OF THANKSGIVING UMH 102
“Now Thank We All Our God” – vs. 1

f PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (together, in unison)

Gather our gifts, our hearts, our very lives, Loving God, 
and use them in Your work of reconciliation, grace, and hope 
for all Your children.  

In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (responsively, as indicated)

The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you . . . And also with you

f Please share the Peace of Christ with your neighbors...

HEARING GOD’S WORD

ANTHEM “We Are Not Alone”
Words and Music by Pepper Choplin
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GOD’S WORD FOR US - John 3:1-21
A certain Pharisee named Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin,

came to Jesus at night. "Rabbi," he said, "we know you're a teacher
come from God, for no one can perform the signs and wonders you
do, unless by the power of God."

Jesus gave Nicodemus this answer: 
The truth of the matter is, unless one is born from above, one cannot

see the kindom of God." 
Nicodemus said, "How can an adult be born a second time? I can't go

back into my mother's womb to be born again!" 

Jesus replied: "The truth of the matter is, no one can enter God's kindom
without being born of water and the Spirit. 

What is born of the flesh is flesh; what is born of the Spirit is Spirit. 
So don't be surprised when I tell you that you must be born from above. 
The wind blows where it will. You hear the sound it makes, but you don't

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who
is born of the Spirit." 

"How can this be possible?" asked Nicodemus. 
Jesus replied, "You're a teacher of Israel, and you still don't understand

these matters? 
"The truth of the matter is, we're talking about what we know; we're

testifying about what we've seen— yet you don't accept our testimony. 
If you don't believe when I tell you about earthly things, how will you

believe when I tell you about heavenly things? 
No one has gone up to heaven except the One who came down from

heaven— the Chosen One.
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so the Chosen One must

be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in the Chosen One might
have eternal life. 

Yes, God so loved the world as to give the Only Begotten One, that
whoever believes may not die, but have eternal life. 

God sent the Only Begotten into the world not to condemn the world, but
that through the Only Begotten the world might be saved. 
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Whoever believes in the Only Begotten avoids judgment, but whoever
doesn't believe is judged already for not believing in the name of the
Only Begotten of God. 

On these grounds is sentence pronounced: that though the light came
into the world, people showed they preferred darkness to the light
because their deeds were evil. 

Indeed, people who do wrong hate the light and avoid it, for fear their
actions will be exposed; 

but people who live by the truth come out into the light, so that it may be
plainly seen that what they do is done in God."

SERMON Pastor Allen

LEAVING TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME

f HYMN “To God Be the Glory” – vss. 1, 3 UMH 98

f WORDS OF BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  (responsively, as indicated)

Now go with the Spirit, from the comfort of this place,
so we may go to bring hope to the world.

Now carry the Light of Christ with you,
we will go into the shadows with this gift.

Now trust in God who is always with you,
we will follow that life called discipleship.

f POSTLUDE
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CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Sunday   1/28 10:00am Worship & Sunday School

The Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Congregation of the
Cornerstone Community Church of Lansingburgh will be held
Sunday, January 28, 2018 following morning worship.

Monday   1/29  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop #611 - basement
Tuesday    1/30   9:00am The Church Office and Food Pantry will be open

  6:30pm Trustees Ministry Team meets - Lounge
Wednesday   1/31   6:30pm Cub Scout Pack #5 meets - basement
Thursday   2/01   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open

  6:30pm Choir Rehearsal - Fellowship Hall
Friday   2/02   9:00am The Church Office will be open

  6:30pm Narcotics Anonymous - Fellowship Hall
Saturday   2/03   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open

  9:00am Piece & Patch quilters - 2nd Floor
  1:00pm Outside Group: AME Zion Women’s District Mtg

Sunday   2/04   Special Offering - Souper Bowl of Caring
With a Souper luncheon following worship. 

If you would like to supply your favorite soup, 
please see Pat Decker or Julie Sproat.

Acknowledgments: Cover image: Nicodemus Visiting Jesus © Henry Ossawa Tanner; Scripture

readings are taken from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation © 2007 by Priests

for Equality; Prayer of Invocation from Touch Holiness edited by Ruth C. Duck and Marien C.

Tirabassi © The Pilgrim Press; Call to Worship, A Morning Prayer, Prayer of Thanksgiving, and

the Dismissal © Thom Shuman. All materials are used with permission and may have been

adapted or edited as necessary.
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OUR PRAYER LIST:

Denominational leadership: 
Upper New York UM Resident Bishop, Rev. Mark Webb
UM Albany District Superintendent, Rev. Richard Weihing
Albany Presbytery Stated Clerk, Elder Daniel Rogers

General Prayer Concerns
Jill Walsh
Carmen Casolo
Catherine Spann
Georgeen Peebles

Jonathan Thorne
Janet Broderick
Margaret Bouleris
Bob Pierpont

Millie Follett
Theresa Henning
John Traver
The Rev. Jennifer

Wegter-McNelly

Nursing Homes & Care Facilities (They’d love a card or two!!)
Diamond Hill Nursing & Rehabilitation, 100 New Turnpike Rd, Troy 12182

– Robert Purcell
Diamond Ridge Retirement Community, 59 Harris Rd, 12182

– Muriel Fake
Diamond Rock Terrace, 11 Gurley Ave, 12182

– Leila Crier
The Terrace at Eddy Memorial, 2256 Burdett Ave, Troy NY 12180

– Catherine Rinn
Van Rensselaer Manor, 85 Bloomingrove Dr., Troy 12180

– Virginia Finkle – Robert Rokjer – Mildred Follett
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CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF LANSINGBURGH

570 3rd Ave., Troy, NY 12182 • Ph 518-235-3851

The Rev. E. Allen Siebold, Pastor • Cell Phone: 518-429-7073

Nancy Butler, Church Secretary • Cindy Ciabotte, Music Director

Bruce Eaton, Council Chairperson • Bruce Eaton, Trustee Chairperson

Jan Eden, Treasurer • Mary Friedel, Financial Secretary

Gary Miller, Custodian
    

Visit us at www.cornerstoneccl.org 

or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CornerstoneChurchintheBurgh

Email us at office@cornerstoneccl.org or pastor@cornerstoneccl.org
    

Church Office Hours

Tuesday and Friday - 9:00am-12:00noon
   

Food Pantry Hours

Tuesday - 9:00am-12:00noon
  

The Corner Shoppe Hours

Thursday & Saturday – 9:00am - 1:00pm

www.facebook.com/TheCornerShoppeintheBurgh

Our vision is. . .

. . . to experience the good news of God's love in Jesus Christ

through worship and Christian education for all ages;

  
. . . to offer true spiritual sanctuary wherein all people can find forgiveness,

grace, faith, and renewal in Christ;

  
. . . to use these gifts to strengthen our mission presence

in the worldwide community.

We warmly welcome all people of every age, race, 

ethnic or religious background, gender, sexual orientation, 

mental or physical ability, economic or family status. 
  

On First Sundays we share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

We observe an Open Table at which any person

who seeks God’s grace and blessing is welcome.


