
WELCOME
to the Cornerstone Community

February 4, 2018 • 10:00 am
 

“You matter to God and you matter to us”

PH = The Presbyterian Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)
UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal  (blue, hardcover)

TFWS = The Faith We Sing  (black, soft-cover)
Hymns will be projected on-screen for your convenience

Bold print invites congregational response

TO OUR VISITORS: 
We are thankful for the spirit which prompted you to share in worship here today.

Please fill out a visitor card and put it on the Offering Plate.
We invite you to worship with us again.

You will always be welcome at Cornerstone Community.

–Please silence your cell phones as a courtesy to those around you– 

Accompanist: Tony Opalka Pastor: Allen Siebold
Liturgist: Byron Moak Greeter: Lois Kewley 
Communion Servers: Libby Campbell, Mary Friedel, Byron Moak, Larry Moss

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
After greeting your neighbors, please take a moment to quietly greet God.

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER OF INVOCATION  (together, in unison)
We thank You, O God,

for calling us to be Your Church in the world.
With all our doubts, fears and shortcomings, 

we gather to listen, to pray, and to sing the stories of our faith.
Guide us by Your loving Spirit, we pray.
Amen.

f HYMN “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” – vss. 1, 4 UMH 402
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f CALL TO WORSHIP  (responsively, as indicated)
We gather to worship God, whose creative imagination never fails:
For the sake of God, we will search for the outcasts.

We gather to praise our God, whose steadfast love never weakens:
For the sake of Jesus, we will lift up all who have fallen.

We gather to offer our best to God, who walks with us through eternity:
For the sake of the Holy Spirit, we will walk with the weary.

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
(following Time with Our Children our children and youth

may leave for their Sunday School classes)

PRAYING IN GOD’S SPIRIT

f HYMN “Help Us Accept Each Other” – vss. 1, 2 UMH 560

A MORNING PRAYER  (together, in unison)
Everlasting God, You know us better than we know ourselves.

You hear the bitter words we speak to one another;
You see the hurts we cause to those we claim to love;
You bear the pain we inflict on others.

Fountain of Grace, in Jesus the Christ 
You do not turn Your back on sinners, but meet us where we are.
Parched by the heat of our desires, You cool us with living water.
Burdened by our failures, You shoulder them with us.
Thirsting for hope in our lives, You send us the Word, Jesus.

A silence is kept for personal prayer and meditation

Not when we had gotten it all right, but when we had gone wrong;
Not when we knew all the rules, but when we had broken God’s heart –

that’s when Jesus was born for us;
that’s when Jesus died for us.

This is the good news!
God sent Emanuel, Jesus, into the world 

not to condemn the world, 
but that through Jesus as Christ the world might be saved.
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f HYMN “Help Us Accept Each Other” – vss. 3, 4 UMH 560

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS (responsively, as indicated)
What concerns, joys or needs would we share as a community...?

Let us pray as a community .... God, hear our prayers

We continue our prayers with personal reflection and prayer

Into Your hands, O God of grace and compassion,
we offer up the people and needs 

we bring before You today in prayer, 
trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus the Christ. Amen.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

SHARING OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
We offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

Our envelope and plate offering is in support
of the ministry & mission of our local congregation.

f A HYMN OF THANKSGIVING UMH 102
“Now Thank We All Our God” – vs. 1

f PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (together, in unison)
We are hesitant to offer our gifts in this moment, Loving God, 

because in the back of our minds we wonder if any good 
will come of helping the poor, feeding the hungry, 

reaching out to the stranger.  
But by Your grace, not only goodness, 

but hope and healing will pour out of what we give in these moments.  
Bless our gifts, we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (responsively, as indicated)
The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you . . . And also with you

f Please share the Peace of Christ with your neighbors...
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HEARING GOD’S WORD

ANTHEM “We Are Not Alone”
Words and Music by Pepper Choplin

GOD’S WORD FOR US - John 4:1-42
Narrator: Jesus left Judea and started for Galilee again. This time he had to

go through Samaria, and on his way, he came to the town of Sychar. It was
near the field that Jacob had long ago given to his son Joseph. The well that
Jacob had dug was still there, and Jesus sat down beside it because he was
tired from traveling. It was noon, and after Jesus' disciples had gone into
town to buy some food, a Samaritan woman came to draw water from the
well.

Jesus: "Would you please give me a drink of water?"

Woman: "You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me
for a drink of water when Jews and Samaritans won't have anything to do
with each other?"

Jesus: "You don't know what God wants to give you, and you don't know who
is asking you for a drink. If you did, you would ask me for the water that
gives life."

Woman: "Sir, you don't even have a bucket, and the well is deep. Where are
you going to get this life-giving water? Our ancestor Jacob dug this well for
us, and his family and animals got water from it. Are you greater than
Jacob?"

Jesus: "Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty again. But no one who
drinks the water I give will ever be thirsty again. The water I give is like a
flowing fountain that gives eternal life."

Woman: "Sir, please give me a drink of that water! Then I won't get thirsty and
have to come to this well again."

Jesus: "Go and bring your husband."
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Woman: "I don't have a husband."

Jesus: "That's right, you're telling the truth. You don't have a husband. You
have already been married five times, and the man you are now living with
isn't your husband."

Woman: "Sir, I can see that you are a prophet. My ancestors worshiped on
this mountain, but you Jews say Jerusalem is the only place to worship."

Jesus: “Believe me, the time is coming when you won't worship the Father
either on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans don't really know
the one you worship. But we Jews do know the God we worship, and by
using us, God will save the world. But a time is coming, and it is already
here! Even now the true worshipers are being led by the Spirit to worship the
Father according to the truth. These are the ones the Father is seeking to
worship him. God is Spirit, and those who worship God must be led by the
Spirit to worship him according to the truth.”

Woman: "I know that the Messiah will come. He is the one we call Christ.
When he comes, he will explain everything to us."

Jesus: "I am that one, and I am speaking to you now."

Narrator: The disciples returned about this time and were surprised to find
Jesus talking with a woman. But none of them asked him what he wanted or
why he was talking with her.

The woman left her water jar and ran back into town. She said to the people, 

Woman: "Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done!
Could he be the Messiah?" 

Narrator: Everyone in town went out to see Jesus.
While this was happening, Jesus' disciples were saying to him, "Teacher,

please eat something."

Jesus: "I have food that you don't know anything about."
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Narrator: His disciples started asking each other, "Has someone brought him
something to eat?"

Jesus: “My food is to do what God wants! He is the one who sent me, and I
must finish the work that he gave me to do. You may say that there are still
four months until harvest time. But I tell you to look, and you will see that the
fields are ripe and ready to harvest.
Even now the harvest workers are receiving their reward by gathering a

harvest that brings eternal life. Then everyone who planted the seed and
everyone who harvests the crop will celebrate together. So the saying
proves true, "Some plant the seed, and others harvest the crop." I am
sending you to harvest crops in fields where others have done all the hard
work.”

Narrator: A lot of Samaritans in that town put their faith in Jesus because the
woman had said, "This man told me everything I have ever done." 
They came and asked him to stay in their town, and he stayed on for two

days.
Many more Samaritans put their faith in Jesus because of what they heard

him say. They told the woman, "We no longer have faith in Jesus just
because of what you told us. We have heard him ourselves, and we are
certain that he is the Savior of the world!"

f HYMN “The First One Ever” – vss. 1, 2 UMH 276

SERMON Pastor Allen

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

May the God who can strengthen us be with you.
And also with you.

Lift your hearts to the God who has come to us.
We will offer them, saying, “Here we are, your servants.”

Sing glad songs to the Most High.
We will magnify God with our hearts and voices.
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You are holy indeed, Majestic God,
and You astounded us by sending Jesus, 

Your very Self, to be with us.

By His humility, He teaches us to serve others;
by His weakness, He models the strength to challenge injustice;
by His silence, He helps us to listen to hearts, not just words;
by His death, He shows us how to trust in resurrection hope.

As we come to the Table,
we proclaim the mystery that Jesus came, 

not to destroy us, but to save us:

Raised up on the cross, He died as He lived, trusting in You;
raised from death He points us to Your resurrection love;
raising us from our fears, He promises to have everything to do with us.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
We celebrate an Open Table at which all are invited and welcomed. 

This morning we will receive the elements 
of the bread and cup in the pews. 

THE POURING AND BREAKING AND SERVING
The Bread we break is the Bread of Life
The Cup we share is the Cup of Promise

These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

When the plate of bread is passed to you,

take the bread and hold it as you pass the plate to your neighbor..

When all have been served, we will eat together as directed.

    

When the tray of cups is passed, take a cup and hold it as you pass the tray to
your neighbor (or place the cup in the pew cup holder)

until all are served and we will drink together

(when you have finished the cup, 

please place it in the pew cup holder)
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LEAVING TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME

f HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” UMH 671

f WORDS OF BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  (responsively, as indicated)
Now, let us go from this sacred space,

to be with the homeless on the streets, 
with the lonely in the hospitals.

Now, let us leave this family of God,
to care for those who have been forgotten,

to lift those shoved aside by the world.

Now, let us set aside this holy time,
to go into the moments of hunger for little children,

to be with those whose days seem to have no end.

f POSTLUDE

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Sunday   2/04 10:00am Worship & Sunday School
Special Offering - Souper Bowl of Caring

With a Souper luncheon following worship. 

Monday   2/05   7:00pm Boy Scout Troop #611 - basement
Tuesday    2/06   9:00am The Church Office and Food Pantry will be open

12:00pm Lansingburgh Seniors - Fellowship Hall
  6:30pm Worship & Music Ministry Team

Wednesday   2/07   6:30pm Cub Scout Pack #5 meets - basement
Thursday   2/08   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open

  6:30pm Choir Rehearsal - Fellowship Hall
Friday   2/09   9:00am The Church Office will be open

  6:30pm Narcotics Anonymous - Fellowship Hall
Saturday   2/10   9:00am The Corner Shoppe is open

  9:00am Piece & Patch quilters - 2nd Floor
  9:30am Albany Presbytery Meeting - Hamilton Union

Presbyterian Church
  4:30pm Spaghetti & Meatball Dinner - Fellowship Hall

Sunday   2/11 10:00am Installation of Officers and Leaders

CORNER SHOPPE NEWS

There is still a large selection of newer, warm winter clothes- including some
name brands like UGG boots, LL Bean, and Land’s End. Valentine’s Day
decorations are on display –  all sold at bargain prices. Puzzles, books,
toys and linens also available.  

We are accepting donations of clothes** and housewares. Check us out any
Thursday or Saturday, 9:00am – 1:00pm.

**PLEASE – only gently used clothing that we can sell- no stains or tears.

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER

Trinity Episcopal Church, Tuesday, Feb. 13th, 5:00-7:00 pm
Adults $6.00 Children 5-12 $3.00 Under 5 f ree.
Reservations required - 518-279-1215

OUR PRAYER LIST:

General Prayer Concerns
Jill Walsh
Carmen Casolo
Catherine Spann
Georgeen Peebles

Jonathan Thorne
Janet Broderick
Margaret Bouleris
Bob Pierpont

Millie Follett
Theresa Henning
John Traver
The Rev. Jennifer

Wegter-McNelly

Nursing Homes & Care Facilities (They’d love a card or two!!)
Diamond Hill Nursing & Rehabilitation, 100 New Turnpike Rd, Troy 12182

– Robert Purcell
Diamond Rock Terrace, 11 Gurley Ave, 12182

– Leila Crier
The Terrace at Eddy Memorial, 2256 Burdett Ave, Troy NY 12180

– Catherine Rinn
Van Rensselaer Manor, 85 Bloomingrove Dr., Troy 12180

– Virginia Finkle – Robert Rokjer – Mildred Follett

Acknowledgments: Cover image: Samaritan Woman at the Well, Cornerstone Community Church;
Scripture readings are taken from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation ©
2007 by Priests for Equality; Prayer of Invocation from Touch Holiness edited by Ruth C.
Duck and Marien C. Tirabassi © The Pilgrim Press; Call to Worship, A Morning Prayer, Prayer
of Thanksgiving, The Great Thanksgiving and the Dismissal © Thom Shuman. All materials
are used with permission and may have been adapted or edited as necessary.
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CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF LANSINGBURGH

570 3rd Ave., Troy, NY 12182 • Ph 518-235-3851
The Rev. E. Allen Siebold, Pastor • Cell Phone: 518-429-7073

Nancy Butler, Church Secretary • Cindy Ciabotte, Music Director
Bruce Eaton, Council Chairperson • Bruce Eaton, Trustee Chairperson

Jan Eden, Treasurer • Mary Friedel, Financial Secretary
Andrea Sandholt, Clerk of Council • Gary Miller, Custodian

    

Visit us at www.cornerstoneccl.org 
or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CornerstoneChurchintheBurgh
Email us at office@cornerstoneccl.org or pastor@cornerstoneccl.org

    

Church Office Hours
Tuesday and Friday - 9:00am-12:00noon

   

Food Pantry Hours
Tuesday - 9:00am-12:00noon

  

The Corner Shoppe Hours
Thursday & Saturday – 9:00am - 1:00pm

www.facebook.com/TheCornerShoppeintheBurgh

Our vision is. . .

. . . to experience the good news of God's love in Jesus Christ

through worship and Christian education for all ages;

  
. . . to offer true spiritual sanctuary wherein all people can find forgiveness,

grace, faith, and renewal in Christ;

  
. . . to use these gifts to strengthen our mission presence

in the worldwide community.

We warmly welcome all people of every age, race, 
ethnic or religious background, gender, sexual orientation, 

mental or physical ability, economic or family status. 
  

On First Sundays we share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
We observe an Open Table at which any person
who seeks God’s grace and blessing is welcome.


